3.10           THE FORTUNES AND MISFORTUNES

concerned as I, and a great deal more truly peni-
tent, though she had no prospect of being brought
to a sentence ; not but that she deserved it as much
as I, and so she said herself; but she had not done
anything for many years, other than receiving what
I and others had stolen, and encouraging us to
steal it. But she cried and took on, like a dis-
tracted body, wringing her hands, and crying out
that she was undone, that she believed there was a
curse from heaven upon her, that she should be
damned, that she had been the destruction of all
her friends, that she brought such a one, and such
a one, and such a one to the gallows; and there
she reckoned up ten or eleven people, some of
which I have given an account of, that came to un-
timely ends, and that now she was the occasion of
my ruin, for she had persuaded me to go on, when
I would have left off. I interrupted her there; No
mother, no, said I, don't speak of that, for you
would have had me left off when I got the mercer's
money again, and when I came home from Harwich,
and. I would not hearken to you; therefore you have
not been to blame, it is I only have ruined myself,
I have brought myself to this misery; and thus we
spent many hours together.

Well, there was no remedy, the prosecution went
on, and on the Thursday I was carried down to the
sessions-house, where I was arraigned, as they
called it, and the next day I was appointed to be
tried. At the arraignment I pleaded Not guilty, and
well I might, for I was indicted for felony and
burglary; that is, for feloniously stealing two pieces
of brocaded silk, value 46 L, the goods of Anthony
Johnson, and for breaking open the doors; whereas
I knew very well they could not pretend I had
broken up the doors, or so much as lifted up a
latch.